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UNCLAS BONN 15071 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ENRG, GW 

SUBJECT: FRG CABINET CONSIDERATION OF PETROLEUM 
PRODUCTS SITUATION 

1. AFTER TODAY'S CABINET CONSIDERATION OF THE MIDEAST 
SITUATION, INCLUDING ITS IMPLICATIONS FOR THE FRG'S 
PETROLEUM PRODUCTS SUPPLY, ECONOMICS MINISTER 
FRIDERICHS ATTEMPTED TO REASSURE CONSUMERS THAT NO 
SERIOUS SUPPLY PROBLEMS WERE FORESEEN IN THE FRG. 

PRODUCT SUPPLIES WERE ADEQUATE, HE SAID, AND NO 
LIMITATIONS ON DELIVERIES TO CONSUMERS ARE CONTEMPLATED. 

2. ACCORDING TO FRIDERICHS, REFINERS' AND IMPORTERS' 

SUPPLIES OF GASOLINE CORRESPOND TO 64 DAYS 
CONSUMPTION. OF LIGHT HEATING OIL TO 63 DAYS CON- 
SUMPTION AND HEAVY HEATING OIL TO 85 DAYS CONSUMPTION. 

HE ADDED THAT SUPPLIES OF PRODUCTS (IN GENERAL) AT 

THE RETAIL AND CONSUMER LEVEL MIGHT LAST FOR AN 
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3. FRIDERICHS SAID THE FRG HAD A CONTINGENCY PLAN 
FOR PHASED MEASURES TO BE TAKEN IN THE EVENT OF AN 
EXTENDED CRUDE OIL BOYCOTT. RELEASE OF REQUIRED 
PRODUCTS RESERVES AT THE PRODUCER LEVEL, HOWEVER, 
WOULD NOT BE AMONG THE INITIAL MEASURES TAKEN IF THIS 
PLAN HAD TO BE IMPLEMENTED. 

4. FRIDERICHS NOTED WITH APPRECIATION THAT THE 
PRESSURE ON HEATING OIL PRICES HAD BEEN REDUCED 
SOMEWHAT BY THE DECISION OF ONE LARGE COMPANY IN THE 
FRG (APPARENTLY ESSO) TO FREEZE ITS PRICE AT 25 PFENNIG 
PER LITER. HE ALSO SAID THAT PRODUCTS PRICES AT FRG 
REFINERIES REMAINED BELOW LEVELS QUOTED IN ROTTERDAM. 
HILT .F.NBR AND 
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